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Some Things Are 

Better Left To God

PARABLES: Three Things You Need To Know
Matthew 13:10-17    Mark 4:10-12



(1)
They illustrate a CENTRAL TRUTH about the kingdom of God.



(2)
They aren’t ALLEGORIES. They don’t STAND ALONE.



(3)
Their primary purpose was both to CONCEAL and REVEAL.
WEEDS IN THE WHEAT

Matthew 13:24-43
SOME THINGS ARE BETTER LEFT TO GOD

How Are We Supposed To Respond To:


Non-Christians 

    1 Corinthians 5:9-13  &  1 Peter 2:11-12    2 Timothy 2:24-26

    Acts 8:1-3  &  1 Timothy 1:13-16    Luke 9:49-56



(1)
Don’t AVOID


(2)
Don’t ATTACK

Christians With Theological Blind Spots


2 John 9-10  &  Galatians 1:6-9    1 Kings 3:1-15  &  Matthew 13:27-30



(1)
Don’t PLATFORM bad theology 



(2)
Don’t go HERESY HUNTING


Christians In High-Handed Sin   



1 Corinthians 5:1-13    1 Timothy 2:3-4  &  Romans 5:8-10


(1)
Don’t ASSOCIATE


(2)
Don’t ATTACK 

For a free audio or video copy of this message go to northcoastchurch.com
facebook.com/NorthCoastChurchVista ( Twitter: @northcoasttalk
Food for Thought for the week of August 7, 2016
(Questions and Scriptures for further study)

1.  When it comes to the stupid things Christians fight over, people are tempted to set themselves up as “spiritual watchdogs” (checking up on other people’s behavior) or “pit bulls” (not letting go of a pet belief). If you’ve ever experienced someone playing one of these roles in your life, what happened in that situation and how did you feel/respond?
As you look at your own life, can you think of times when you’ve made the mistake of playing either of these roles in other people’s lives?
 What insights do you find in Matthew 7:1-5 on this subject?
Matthew 7:1-5 New International Version (NIV)
Judging Others
1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
2.  One of the ramifications of leaving some things to God and avoiding becoming accidental Pharisees is the importance of maintaining unity with other believers.   In Ephesians 4:1-6, Paul addresses the issue of Christian unity.   What kind of attitudes and actions does Paul write about that are needed to maintain unity? 
Ephesians 4:1-6 New International Version (NIV)
Unity and Maturity in the Body of Christ
1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called;5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
Are there any of these attitudes or actions that you need to work on or that are lacking in your life?

How does Ephesians 4:7-13 express the idea that unity can and does include a whole lot of diversity?
Ephesians 4:7-13 New International Version (NIV)
7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.8 This is why it says:
“When he ascended on high,
    he took many captives
    and gave gifts to his people.”
9 (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
 3.  One of the implications of the parable of the “weeds in the wheat” is that there will always be a presence of evil in the world.  Evil will only be completely removed at the end of this age.  How could the following passages help you face and deal with the evil that still resides in our world today?

Ephesians 6:10-20 New International Version (NIV)
The Armor of God
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.
Galatians 5:13-26 New International Version (NIV)
Life by the Spirit
13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit,you are not under the law.
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
