SERMON SERIES: EXODUS: THE DIRECTOR’S CUT Pastor Chris Brown
Message #30: How To Spend A Lifetime In The Wilderness North Coast Church
Numbers 13 & 14 June 11-12, 2016

How To Spend A Lifetime
In The Wilderness

A 3-Minute Look At Leviticus: Instructions for the Levites

o Priest appears 189 times

o Holy appears 87 times

o Blood appears 86 times

o Sacrifice appears 42 times

o Atonement appears 45 times

3 Steps To Blowing It Big Time:
Numbers 13 &14

© Know God’s Word.
® Have great reasons why our way is better.

© Choose to go with our feelings over our faith.

2 Keys To Get Back To The Promised Land:
Numbers 13:30 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 Isaiah 55:8-9 Proverbs 3:5-6

O Real faith is found when the road is hard,
and the fear is real.

® Don't trust God with your eternity; trust him with your life.

Warning:

Given enough time, God will give me the life | want.

For a free audio or video copy of this message go to northcoastchurch.com
facebook.com/NorthCoastChurchVista ¢ Twitter: @northcoasttalk




Food for Thought for the week of June 12, 2016
(Questions and Scriptures for further study)

A lot can be learned from following the life of Moses. Throughout our Exodus series, we’ve seen Moses
make serious mistakes, doubt himself, commit sin and get frustrated with God. Yet as we look closely at
his life we see a person who walked closely with and was greatly used by God. Read through the
following verses and jot down some of the highs and lows of Moses’ interactions with God that point to
Moses’ character change over time.

Exodus 2:11-12 New International Version (NIV)

Moses Flees to Midian

1 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and
watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own
people. 2 Looking this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him
in the sand.

Exodus 4:1 New International Version (NIV)

Signs for Moses

! Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The LorD did
not appear to you'?”

Exodus 4:10-17 New International Version (NIV)

10 Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither
in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.”
1 The LoRD said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or
mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the LOrRD? *2 Now go; I will
help you speak and will teach you what to say.”

13 But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.”

14 Then the LORD’s anger burned against Moses and he said, “What about your brother,
Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and he
will be glad to see you. *®You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help
both of you speak and will teach you what to do. *® He will speak to the people for you, and
it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him. 7 But take this staff in
your hand so you can perform the signs with it.”

Exodus 5:22-23 New International Version (NIV)

God Promises Deliverance

22 Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Why, Lord, why have you brought trouble on this
people? Is this why you sent me? 23 Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he
has brought trouble on this people, and you have not rescued your people at all.”

Exodus 14:10-14 New International Version (NIV)

10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians,
marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LoRD. ! They said to Moses,
“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to

die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 2 Didn’t we say to you in
Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to
serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”

13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never

see again. * The LorD will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

Exodus 20:18-20 New International Version (NIV)

8 \When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the
mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance *° and said to
Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will
die.”



20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of
God will be with you to keep you from sinning.”

Exodus 32:7-14 New International Version (NIV)

7 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out
of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I
commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have
bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who
brought you up out of Egypt.’

9*] have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff

necked people. *°* Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I
may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.”

1 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “LORD,” he said, “why should your anger
burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty
hand? *2 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to
kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your
fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people.'®* Remember your servants
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this
land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.” ** Then the LORD

relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.

Exodus 32:30-32 New International Version (NIV)

3% The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin. But now I will
go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.”

3150 Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a great sin these people have
committed! They have made themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, please forgive their sin—
but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.”

Exodus 33:12-17 New International Version (NIV)

Moses and the Glory of the LORD

12 Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people, ‘but you have not
let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you
have found favor with me.’ **If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may
know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”
14 The LORD replied, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”

15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from
here. *® How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless
you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on
the face of the earth?”

17 And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am
pleased with you and I know you by name.”

Numbers 11:11-15 New International Version (NIV)

1 He asked the LORD, “Why have you brought this trouble on your servant? What have I
done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on me? *2Did I conceive
all these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me to carry them in my arms, as a
nurse carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their ancestors?*® Where can I
get meat for all these people? They keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!” **I cannot
carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. *® If this is how you are
going to treat me, please go ahead and kill me—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do
not let me face my own ruin.”



Numbers 14:11-20 New International Version (NIV)

1 The LORD said to Moses, “How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long
will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the signs I have performed among

them? 21 will strike them down with a plague and destroy them, but I will make you into a
nation greater and stronger than they.”

13 Moses said to the LORD, “Then the Egyptians will hear about it! By your power you
brought these people up from among them. ** And they will tell the inhabitants of this land
about it. They have already heard that you, LORD, are with these people and that

you, LORD, have been seen face to face, that your cloud stays over them, and that you go
before them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. ** If you put all these
people to death, leaving none alive, the nations who have heard this report about you will
say, '®'The LORD was not able to bring these people into the land he promised them on
oath, so he slaughtered them in the wilderness.’

7“Now may the Lord’s strength be displayed, just as you have declared:*®*The LORD is
slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the
guilty unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the parents to the third and
fourth generation.”*® In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these people,just
as you have pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until now.”

2% The LoRD replied, “I have forgiven them, as you asked.

How would you expect God to treat Moses based on some of their early interactions?

How does God’s continued use of Moses, despite his flaws, affirm or change how you think God
may want to use you?

If we were to track your relationship with God over the years, how would it look? Any similarities
to Moses’ relationship or interactions with God?



