Growth Group Homework
For the week of January 18, 2015

MY STORY
1. If you could actually become a favorite character in any movie, play or TV show, who would
you choose to be? Explain why.

2. Chris defined redemption as buying back something. Can you think of anything you've lost,
had stolen, threw away, or sold that you wish you still had?

3. Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly
caught your attention, challenged or confused you?

DIGGING DEEPER

1. Chris talked about how when we experience God’s redemption, forgiveness, and grace, our
lives will be different. In the verses below, you’ll read about people who interacted with Jesus
and experienced his grace and forgiveness firsthand. What do you notice about how each
person responded to Jesus?

Luke 19:1-10

Zacchaeus the Tax Collector

19:! Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but
because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a
sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down
immediately. I must stay at your house today.” ¢ So he came down at once and welcomed him
gladly.

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times
the amount.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of
Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (nv;

John 8:1-11

1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.

2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and
he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman
caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this
woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such
women. Now what do you say?” ¢ They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis
for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on



questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be
the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus
was left, with the woman still standing there. 1° Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman,
where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

11 “No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin.” ;nvy

Luke 17:11-19

Jesus Heals Ten Men With Leprosy

11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12As
he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called
out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said, “"Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were
cleansed.

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw
himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.

17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give
praise to God except this foreigner?” 12 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you
well -"[NIV]

What do you notice about Jesus’ response to each person?

2. As we heard this weekend, redemption is God’s answer to the separation from him we
experience because of sin. This separation is not necessarily a feeling but a condition people
are in. How do the following passages describe the spiritual condition we were all in before we
experienced redemption?

Romans 5:6-8

6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. vy

Colossians 1:13
13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the
Son he loves, [nrvg

Colossians 2:13-15

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness,
which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 5 And
having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over
them by the cross. rnvg

Titus 3:3-7

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions
and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the
kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 3 he saved us, not because of righteous things we
had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by
the Holy Spirit, ® whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that,
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. v



What do those passages say Jesus did for us when we were spiritually dead?

How could what God did for us motivate us to serve him?

3. When Jesus died on the cross, he paid for our sins, making it possible for us to experience

God’s grace and forgiveness. While his grace and forgiveness are free, they aren’t cheap. It's
easy to forget or take for granted what our forgiveness cost Jesus. After reading the passages
below, what catches your attention the most about what Jesus had to go through for us?

1 Peter 2:22-25
22“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in
his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you
have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. jnv;

Isaiah 53:4-9
4 Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7 He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was punished.
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth. ;g

How would you explain to a friend the reason Jesus had to die on the cross for our sins?



TAKING IT HOME
1. Take a moment to think about what it cost Jesus to make redemption and forgiveness
available for you. Now take some time to thank him for paying the price.

2. Looking back over this week’s sermon and homework, what’s the most important thing to
remember?



