Growth Group Homework

For the week of May 18, 2014
Quick Review

Looking back at your notes from this weekend’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you?

My Story
1. Have you ever encountered a difficult situation where you thought it was impossible for any good to come out of it, only to realize later that it was an important part of your personal growth? If so, explain. 

2. Do you think there is much difference in “considering it pure joy” as seen in James 1:2 and having a “positive attitude”? 

Digging Deeper

1. Choosing to not “squirm out” and short circuit the growth process can be no small challenge, especially when it seems like God is waiting at the other end, but not doing anything now to help the situation. How can the following verses help you stick with it and affirm God is more involved than you realize? 

Jeremiah 32:40-41

John 10:27-30 

John 14:15-17

Philippians 1:6

2. When we stick it out and make it through one of life’s challenges, we still might not have any idea how God worked and may even wonder if it was worth things doing God’s way. How does Hebrews 6:10-12 help you avoid falling into this kind of thinking? 
3. Asking God for wisdom and applying it is foundational to God growing us. It also allows us to be authentic as to what’s going on while still navigating through the situation in the way God has called us to. 
As you read the following verses what do you learn about how to gain wisdom, along with its benefits? 
 
Proverbs 1:7
 
 
Proverbs 11:2
 
 
Proverbs 13:10
 
 
Proverbs 14:8
 
 
Proverbs 19:11
 
 
 
 
Which of these Proverbs about wisdom would be the best one for you to read every day for the next week?
TAKING IT HOME
1. We saw in this weekend’s sermon that it is important we not just ask for deliverance from hardships, but also ask for insight into how to stay the course and allow God to grow us. Is there any situation in your life right now that you need to start praying more for God’s wisdom rather than just deliverance? 

2. One way to help you see the good of God’s work and “count it pure joy” when life is tough is to be aware of his goodness before you’re in the heat of the hardship. Make a list of 5-10 things that you are thankful God has done for you (try to focus more on the non-material). After making the list, circle your top two.
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Growth Group Homework

For the week of May 18, 2014
Quick Review

Looking back at your notes from this weekend’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you?

My Story
1. Have you ever encountered a difficult situation where you thought it was impossible for any good to come out of it, only to realize later that it was an important part of your personal growth? If so, explain. 

2. Do you think there is much difference in “considering it pure joy” as seen in James 1:2 and having a “positive attitude”? 

James 1:2

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, [NIV]
Digging Deeper

1. Choosing to not “squirm out” and short circuit the growth process can be no small challenge, especially when it seems like God is waiting at the other end, but not doing anything now to help the situation. How can the following verses help you stick with it and affirm God is more involved than you realize? 

Jeremiah 32:40-41

I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me. 41 I will rejoice in doing them good and will assuredly plant them in this land with all my heart and soul. [NIV]
John 10:27-30 

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one." [NIV]
John 14:15-17

"If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  [NIV]
Philippians 1:6

being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  [NIV]
2. When we stick it out and make it through one of life’s challenges, we still might not have any idea how God worked and may even wonder if it was worth things doing God’s way. How does Hebrews 6:10-12 help you avoid falling into this kind of thinking? 
Hebrews 6:10-12

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.  [NIV]
3. Asking God for wisdom and applying it is foundational to God growing us. It also allows us to be authentic as to what’s going on while still navigating through the situation in the way God has called us to. 
As you read the following verses what do you learn about how to gain wisdom, along with its benefits? 
 
Proverbs 1:7
 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,

    but fools despise wisdom and instruction. [NIV]
 
Proverbs 11:2
When pride comes, then comes disgrace,

    but with humility comes wisdom. [NIV] 
 
Proverbs 13:10
 Where there is strife, there is pride,

    but wisdom is found in those who take advice. [NIV]
 
Proverbs 14:8
The wisdom of the prudent is to give thought to their ways,

    but the folly of fools is deception.  [NIV] 
 
Proverbs 19:11
      A person’s wisdom yields patience;

   
it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense. [NIV]
 
 
 
Which of these Proverbs about wisdom would be the best one for you to read every day for the next week?
TAKING IT HOME
1. We saw in this weekend’s sermon that it is important we not just ask for deliverance from hardships, but also ask for insight into how to stay the course and allow God to grow us. Is there any situation in your life right now that you need to start praying more for God’s wisdom rather than just deliverance? 

2. One way to help you see the good of God’s work and “count it pure joy” when life is tough is to be aware of his goodness before you’re in the heat of the hardship. Make a list of 5-10 things that you are thankful God has done for you (try to focus more on the non-material). After making the list, circle your top two.
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