Food for Thought

For the week of December 20, 2014

(Questions and Scriptures for further personal study)

1. This weekend we heard about how the shepherds and wise men responded to the announcement of Jesus’ birth. As you look back over your notes about those encounters, which comment or point would be most important for you to remember in the coming days and weeks?

2. Christmas is a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus. The significance of his birth is magnified when we keep in mind that Jesus was born for a specific purpose – to give his life as a sacrifice for our sins.  To enhance our sense of celebration of his birth and appreciation of his death, read Isaiah 53 and jot down anything that is a good reminder of the incredible sacrifice he made for us and the significance of living a life of worship and obedience to him.

3. As the events of that first Christmas unfolded, we are told that “Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.”  (Luke 2:19)  In order to see God’s work in our lives, we too need to take time to ponder God’s plan and movement in our life.  Find a few minutes to get away by yourself to reread the Christmas story (Luke 2:1-20) and ask God to help you see his fingerprints in the days and weeks to come. You could also use this video of the song, “Oh, Holy Night,” to reflect on what God has done for us: youtube.com/watch?v=Vp0XkQfMJEM.


