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the reason for the season

This week, we wrap up the quarter by celebrating the birth of Christ and the power of his willingness to die so that we might live. It is through him that we experience life. Your time together this week will conclude by taking communion and/or sharing what you are thankful for. Please answer the following questions to prepare for this time.

How does Isaiah 9:6-7 describe Jesus far beyond a baby in 
a manger?

What are you thankful for this past year in what God has done and who he is?
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You’re making a difference!

Thanks for all you have done to make a difference in our community this past quarter! In the last eleven weeks, nearly 1,000 of you have participated in over 70 service projects to meet the needs in our community and show God’s love! 
As the New Year begins, watch for more opportunities to serve as a Growth Group and make a difference in our community in the name 
of Jesus.
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Have a wonderful Christmas,
Celebrating the birth of our Lord!

- PASTOR DAVE AND THE GROWTH GROUP TEAM
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Growth Group Homework
For the week of December 4, 2011

Because this is the last meeting of the fall quarter, the homework is shorter than normal. As usual, your final meeting will include a look back on how God has worked this past quarter, along with completing Feedback Forms. Our winter Growth Group quarter will begin the week of January 15, 2012. Have a great few weeks off celebrating the birth of our Lord! Merry Christmas!


QUICK REVIEW: Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you? 

My Story

1. One of the fun things during the holiday season is watching a favorite Christmas movie. But with so many options, deciding which one is the best can create some interesting discussions. Rank the Christmas movies below from your most to least favorite:

Rank  Christmas Movie
____ 
It’s a Wonderful Life

____ 
The Santa Clause (w/Tim Allen)

____ 
Miracle on 34th Street

____ 
Home Alone

____ 
Christmas Vacation (w/Chevy Chase)
____ 
Elf
____ 
Other ___________________

2. As you look back on this quarter, what are one or two things about your Growth Group experience that you have appreciated most? (It can be time spent together, how your group has encouraged you to continue to live your life for Christ, a service project, spiritual breakthrough, growth challenge or anything else.)

Digging Deeper

1. Dealing with the hurt and breaking of trust that results from betrayal is no small matter at any level. Yet, as we heard in this week’s teaching, our ability to forgive is an important component of working through and not being held hostage to the pain of betrayal. Understanding our own need for forgiveness is one of the ways we can begin to offer forgiveness to those who’ve hurt us. Pause and reflect on each passage below, and underline any key principles. How does each passage help you grow in your ability or motivation to forgive?

Isaiah 53:6 



Isaiah 59:1-3 



Isaiah 55:6-7 



Jeremiah 33:6-9 



Colossians 3:12-15 


2. Betrayal can also attack our sense of self-confidence and self-worth leaving us with a sense of powerlessness and ineffectiveness. Yet, as a follower of Christ, we can be confident that we have been transformed and that God is working. Based on the verses below, what can we be confident of as a result of Jesus’ sacrifice and our commitment to follow him?
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Acts 1:8 


Romans 5:1 

Romans 8:37-39 
