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WHY SOME GET IT, SOME DON’T 

and SOME DON’T LAST
MORE THAN A PARABLE:

Rich Women, Large Crowds, Hard Hearts, Fertile Soil 

and a Rather Rude Response
Luke 8:1-21


(
The strange reason why Jesus used parables: 




To hide truth from those who weren’t really seeking truth



 Luke 8:9-10/ Matthew 13:10-17/ Mark 4:1-20



(
The burning question:




Why do people respond the way they do?






1) A Hardened Heart 






  Zechariah 7:11-13/ Hebrews 3:13/ Exodus 7:10-13/ 2 Corinthians 4:3-4/ Romans 1:18-32





2) Shallow Commitment 






  Luke 8:13/ Mark 4:16-17/ 1 Peter 4:12-17 & 1:3-9






3) Misplaced Priorities 







  Luke 8:14/ Matthew 6:25-34/ 1 Timothy 6:7-11/ Matthew 16:24-26






4) An Open Heart 






  Luke 8:15 & Mark 4:20/ John 15:1-4/ Galatians 5:22-23/ 2 Peter 1:3-11


(
The personal challenge: 




Be careful how YOU listen



 Luke 8:16-18
THREE THINGS 

WE DON’T WANT TO FORGET



( When it comes to sharing our faith – 




 There is no magic bullet


( Good starts are no guarantee of a happy ending


( The only soil we can till is our own
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TAKING IT HOME

1. One of the three things we don’t want to forget from this weekend’s sermon is that “the only soil we can till is our own.” How would you say you’re doing at tilling your own soil?

What can you do to aid the responsiveness of your heart to God’s Word?

2. Is there anything that came up from this week’s sermon or homework you’d like prayer for? 
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Skilled Team Leaders needed
We are recruiting skilled Team Leaders to lead volunteers for the upcoming Weekend of Service. Specific skills needed are: carpentry, concrete, electrical, fencing, framing, irrigation, landscape, painting, murals, etc. You need to have hands-on trade experience. If you want to sign up, go to www.weekendofservice.com or email Connor (connor@northcoastchurch.com) with your contact information and specific skill. Weekend of Service is May 14-15. 

ONLINE AUCTION ITEMS – Our online auction starts March 2. We are seeking fun and exciting donations to make it a huge success. Donations are collected for travel experiences, family activities, one-of-a-kind items, vacation rentals, services, theme park tickets, gift items, or unique “shadow the Mayor” type experiences. Be as creative as you like! All money raised goes directly to Weekend of Service as we work to raise $100,000 for hundreds of community service projects throughout North County. To submit your ideas, go to www.weekendofservice.com or email them to Deb, deb@northcoastchurch.com. 
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Growth Group Homework

For the week of February 6, 2011
quick review

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching Why Some Get It, Some Don’t and Some Don’t Last, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you?

my story 

1. As believers, we’re called to maintain receptive hearts to what God says in the Bible. However, there are times when we don’t obey. Can you think of any reasons why a person does the opposite of what they know God wants them to do? 

Which of these reasons do you struggle with the most?

2. We heard about four different types of soil this weekend. Can you think of a time in your spiritual journey when your life was characterized more by one of the first three kinds of soil as opposed to the good one?

Digging Deeper

1. The parable of the sower is about responsiveness to God’s Word. The following passages all deal with the positive impact the Bible can have in our lives when we are responsive to it. Make a list of all the benefits of being receptive to God's Word.


Psalm 19:7-14 

Psalm 1:1-3 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

Have you experienced any of these benefits in your life? If so, how?


Which of these benefits could you use the most right now?

2. Larry said that while we can influence other people, we have no control over the type of soil they are. In the following verses, what actions do you find that help us influence people?

1 Peter 2:11-17

Mark 2:15-17

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12

2 Timothy 2:24-26

Given your current situation, which of these actions is most challenging for you to do?

3. The third soil Jesus talked about was the thorny soil where life’s worries, wealth and pleasures choke out the Word. As believers, we are also warned to not let that happen to us. How can 1 John 2:15-17 motivate you to not let yourself become distracted by these things?


What are some signs that a person is being distracted by the world?

Is there a time in your life when you struggled with either life’s worries, wealth or pleasures? 




What has helped you deal with these distractions?


