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5 “SIMPLE” THINGS  
Every Disciple Needs To Know 

 
 
 
 
 

TWO IMPORTANT THINGS MOST CHRISTIANS  
FORGET WHEN READING THE BIBLE 
  

 � No verse stands alone 
 

       � Context matters 
         Numbers 31:17 – who, when & why? 

       
   � The rest of the Bible matters 
         Exodus 20:8-11/ Matthew 12:1-7 & Hosea 6:6/ Matthew 23:23-24 

 
 � Jesus didn’t have a podcast  
            Matthew 5:1-2 compared with Luke 6:17-20 

  
 
 

FIVE “SIMPLE” THINGS 
EVERY DISCIPLE NEEDS TO KNOW & LIVE BY 
 Luke 6:27-49 
 
 
 

 �  Treat your enemies the way you want your enemies to treat you 
   Luke 6:27-36/ Matthew 7:12/ Matthew 18:21-35/ 1 Peter 2:19-23/ Romans 12:17-21 
 

 
 
 
 �  Judge others the way you want God to judge you 
         Luke 6:37-38/ Matthew 7:1-2 & 15-20/ 1Corinthians 5:9-13/ James 2:13 
 

 
 
 
 �  Fix yourself before you try to fix others 
        Luke 6:39-42/ 1 Corinthians 5:12-13 
 

 
 
 
 � We are what we say and do – even when it’s hard to admit 
  Luke 6:43-45/ Proverbs 20:11/ Matthew 7:16-20 
 

 
 
 
 � Knowledge without obedience is absolutely worthless  
  Luke 6:46-49/ James 1:22-26/ James 2:14-26/ 1 John 2:3-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Available as a podcast at www.northcoastchurch.com & video-cast at www.SearchableSermons.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Our first ever “Amazing Race To Serve” Event is 

just three weeks away!   
 

It will be part race, part party and all FUN for 

everyone – from the adrenaline junkie to the 

techie type and everyone in between. If you haven’t already, start making 

your plans to support a team, be part of a team or just cheer a team on!   
 

You can sign up, make a donation, or get more information online at 

www.amazingracetoserve.com 
 

All money raised will go to our next Weekend of Service scheduled for 

Spring 2011. 
 

 

THE PURPOSE OF GROWTH GROUPS 
 

Growth Groups exist to promote spiritual maturity and personal growth 
through meaningful Christian relationships and the study of God’s 
Word (Romans 8:29 & Hebrews 10:24-25). Here’s how it will happen: 
 

SHARE 
Each week we’ll take time to share what is happening in our lives. 
At first this sharing will include planned “sharing questions.” But 
after the first few weeks, it will become more informal and 
personal as we feel more comfortable.  

 

STUDY 
Each week we’ll study a section from God’s Word that relates to 
the previous weekend’s sermon or an appropriate personal 
growth topic. Our goal is to learn how to live out our Christianity in 
everyday life. 
 

SUPPORT 
Each week we’ll learn how to take care of one another as Christ 
commanded (John 15:9-13). This care can take many forms such 
as prayer, encouragement, listening, challenging one another and 
meeting real needs. 
 

SERVE 
Spiritual growth is fostered not only by what we gain through the 
support and input of others, but also through service to others. 
The role each of us fills is important to the health of the church 
and for us to be the hands and feet of Jesus to the community in 
which we live (Ephesians 4:11-16). Throughout the quarter it is 
our hope that you can find and/or be affirmed in the ways God 
has designed you to serve and make a difference in God’s 
Kingdom. 
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5 “SIMPLE” THINGS  
Every Disciple Needs To Know 

 
 
 
 
 

TWO IMPORTANT THINGS MOST CHRISTIANS  
FORGET WHEN READING THE BIBLE 
  

 � No verse ______________________ 
 

       � _________________________ 
         Numbers 31:17 – who, when & why? 

       
   � _________________________________________ 
         Exodus 20:8-11/ Matthew 12:1-7 & Hosea 6:6/ Matthew 23:23-24 

 
 � Jesus didn’t have a ______________ 
            Matthew 5:1-2 compared with Luke 6:17-20 

  
 
 

FIVE “SIMPLE” THINGS 
EVERY DISCIPLE NEEDS TO KNOW & LIVE BY 
 Luke 6:27-49 
 
 
 

 �  Treat your enemies the way you want __________________________.
    Luke 6:27-36/ Matthew 7:12/ Matthew 18:21-35/ 1 Peter 2:19-23/ Romans 12:17-21 
 

 
 
 
 �  Judge others the way you want ____________________________. 
         Luke 6:37-38/ Matthew 7:1-2 & 15-20/ ! Corinthians 5:9-13/ James 2:13 
 

 
 
 
 �  Fix yourself before ________________________________. 
        Luke 6:39-42/ 1 Corinthians 5:12-13 
 

 
 
 
 � We are what we say and do – even when _______________________ 
  Luke 6:43-45/ Proverbs 20:11/ Matthew 7:16-20 
 

 
 
 
 � Knowledge without obedience ________________________________ 
  Luke 6:46-49/ James 1:22-26/ James 2:14-26/ 1 John 2:3-5 
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Growth Group Homework 
For the week of January 9, 2011 

 

Welcome to the Winter Quarter of Growth Groups! 
This week we kick off our Winter Growth Group quarter. Your first 
meeting will include a potluck dinner, time to get acquainted, as well 
as time to discuss your Growth Group Covenant. The homework has 
been shortened this week to allow ample time to accomplish this.   
 
To prepare for this week’s meeting, take some time to focus on the 
questions below and be prepared to share your answers with the 
group. Have a great first meeting as you come together to connect 
and encourage one another to grow and to see God change our lives 
from the inside out!   

  

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
If you were forced to live in one of the remote areas below for three 
months with only what is necessary to survive and no communication 
with the outside world, which location would you choose and why?  
 

� Sahara Desert 

� South American Rain Forest 

� Antarctica 

� Himalayan Mountains  

� Sailboat in the middle of the ocean  

� Outer Space 
 
 
2. As you look toward 2011, what are one or two things you’re looking 
forward to? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Looking back over your sermon notes, which particular point or 
principle most challenged, confused you or caught your attention?  
 

 
 
 
 

 
DIGGING DEEPER 
1. This weekend we heard how important it is to keep Scripture in 
context with the verses that surround the passage along with what is 
stated in the rest of the Bible. Write down what each of the verses 
below say about prayer. Note how reading the next Scripture adds to 
a fuller understanding of what the Bible says about prayer.    
 

Matthew 6:7  
 
Matthew 6:5-6  
 
I Thessalonians 3:10; 5:17   

 
 

How could reading only one of these verses cause you to 
misinterpret what Scripture means about prayer?   

 
 
 
2. Time and again we see how Jesus made the complex simple. How 
do we see Jesus doing this again in Matthew 22:34-40? 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you think of ways you or others have made it more 
complex to follow Jesus and live for God than it says in these 
verses?  If so, explain.  

 
 
 
TAKING IT HOME 
1. Looking back at the “Five ‘Simple’ Things Every Disciple Needs to 
Know & Live By” in this week’s sermon, are there any you want to 
keep in mind in the New Year? 
 
 
 
 
2. What are you looking forward to or hoping to accomplish in your 
Growth Group this next quarter? 
 
 


